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"COME OUT WITH YOUR HANDS UP"
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

BEN JOHNSON (CENTER) WITH THE REST OF THE FBI GANG FROM THE MOVIE
"DILINGER." I WISH I WAS THE PROPS GUY.
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BRITISH MANUAL

BY
DAVID ALBERT

Here is an interesting and rarely seen British pam-
phlet. It is not a fancy printing job and the paper
quality is rather poor. The book is only six pages of
text with a soft paper cover.

On British manuals if you look at the last page you will
see the printed quantity listed before the date of
printing. From the information printed on the last page
of this pamphlet we find that the total printed was only
550 copies. The Print date was "10/40" (October,
1940), by "H&S Ltd." This printing took place during
the later part of the Battle of Britain.

The first British Small Arms Training Manual (Vol-
ume I, Pamphlet No. 21) on the Thompson, was
authorized by the War Office on July 3, 1940, but was

COVER OF THE PAMPHLET.

CENTER PAGE OF THIS INTERESTING BOOKLET.
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not printed until  early in
1941. The Small Arms
Training Manuals probably
made this pamphlet obso-
lete.

Even though it is hard to
see on the enclosed scans
the front cover is ink
stamped, " Chief Instruc-
tor, Royal Marines, Ply-
mouth."

A very interesting piece of
history.

REAR PAGE WITH THE QUANTITY LISTING, THE PRINTERS NAME AND DATE OF
PUBLICATION.
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TIFFANY THOMPSONS
BASED ON RESEARCH BY

ROBERT SEGEL
Little bits of shiny things are always popular, particularly if made by Tiffany & Co., but throw in
the image of a Thompson and I am really interested. For years collectors have found these
Thompsons around, but we never had any information on quantities, who ordered them or when they
were made.

Robert Segel and I were talking during the exhibit in Milwaukee and he mentioned data that he had
on these jewels. Robert, who is the Editor of Small Arms Review, was kind enough to give me the

THE TIFFANY "BROOCH DESIGN" WITH A PIN BACK AND TIFFANY HALLMARKS
ON THE BUTTSTOCK OF THE THOMPSON.



5

following research information and my first Tiffany Thompson. This was a mixed blessing, because
then I had to write an article.

The information provided was two sheets, a drawing for the "Brooch and Tie Clip " and a ledger
sheet with order information from Tiffany and Company. The record book shows that there are four
styles, all using the same Thompson "Design A." These styles are the "charms, bill clip, brooches
and the earrings." All were originally made in November 1940. Just after Russell Maguire bought

Auto-Ordnance.

The drawing goes further with its information. It shows that also a tie clip design was made. Further
it also shows that two more orders were placed after the 11/40 order. These occurred on June 1946
and May 1947, after WWII.

TIE CLIP DESIGN
WITH A GOLD WASH
STILL VISIBLE. THE
BUTTSTOCK OF THE
THOMPSON IS TIF-

FANY HALLMARKED.

TIFFANY
"MONEY

CLIP"DESIGN
IN ITS

ORGINALL BOX.
THE TIFFANY
HALLMARKS
ARE ON THE
CLIP ITSELF.
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ABOVE THE TIFFANY DRAWING FOR THE BROOCH AND TIE CLIP. NOTICE THE
ORDER INFORMATION ON THE TOP RIGHT HAND CORNER.

BELOW IS THE TIFFANY ORDER BOOK FOR ALL FOUR DESIGNS.
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From this information it is obvious that the money clip version was the most common with at least
100 made and the earrings, which have never been seen, as the rarest with only one pair shown as
being made. One could guess that these were for Russell Maguire's own wife?

Finally, another version exists that has two tie tack pins on the back side as shown above. This pin
has no Tiffany markings and the back side of the pin is not finished like the Tiffany's. However, these
pins are silver, appear to be old, and appear to be copied from the Tiffany designs. So for every
answer we have more questions. But research continues.....

IS IT REAL TIFFANY OR IS IT A COPY?

ST. LOUIS DISPLAY!!

DON'T FORGET WE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS AND DONATIONS FOR THE
AMERIAN THOMPSON ASSOCIATION'S FIRST PUBLIC DISPLAY. THE THEME

OF THE EXHIBIT IS A COMPLETE HISTORY OF THE THOMPSON.
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BRITISH PROTOTYPE CANVAS BREECH COVER

Here is a great new item. This is a prototype canvas Thompson breech cover with the British
Ordnance wax seal and card still attached. The cover is labeled as "BD 5849 COVER, BREECH

CARBINE MACHINE,
THOMPSON."

The cover attaches to the
Thompson over the rear
pistol grip and wraps
over the top of the re-
ceiver. The tie down then
wraps around the can-
vas to hold the cover in
place.

One drawback must
have been trying to re-
moved the cover in a
hurry in combat. How-
ever, it is a very interest-
ing pristine documented
item.COVER WITH ITS WAX SEAL AND ID CARD

CLOSE UP OF THE WAX SEAL AND BACK OF THE ID CARD
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INSIDE CARTOUCHES ON THE CANVAS. NOTICE THE BROAD ARROW PROOF
MARKS AND THE S.E.N 1941 MARKERS MARK.

CLOSE UP OF THE FRONT OF THE ID CARD.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

"MY FIRST THOMPSON SHOW AND SHOOT"
BY

BRYCE RONNING

Having attended my first "Thompson Show and Shoot" with my son Glenn, I thought it would be
fitting to write a few lines to relate my impressions of the event. Firstly, I would like to thank the
members of "The American Thompson Association" for there hospitality and generosity shown to
us over the two days. I was very impressed with the display of Thompsons and associated bits at the
Thompson Center. I have always had a keen interest in antique and classic firearms and of course
the Thompson is on top of the classic list. With events such as this it goes without saying we learn
much from looking, talking and handling the many and varied Thompsons on display.

I felt the shoot on the Saturday was well conducted and I was more than impressed with the
professionalism and range safety. Thanks to the Friday pre-shoot briefing and the work of the range
officers, with special mention to Tracie Hill and Tom Rasch for their efforts. I would also like to
thank Tom James and Charlie LeCount for their generosity in allowing us to use their Thompsons.

There is no doubt that what you have is precious and must be retained at all costs. For to collect or
shoot any SMG in my country (Australia) is impossible and is never likely to change due to the
current firearm laws. So be ever watchful of  changes of law that might effect "T.A.T.A."

I hope to attend many more "Thompson Show and Shoots" events in the years to come.

Bryce

p.s. I never thought I would ever see 100 rounds fired through a Thompson in one burst- Well Done!


