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A very heavily armed Dennis O'Connor, from themovie" Francis, The Talking Mule." Note
the TSM G with 30 rd mag, M1 Carbine, Canvas TSM G gun case, 5 cell 20rd mag pouch,
M 1911, belt and magsand threegrenades. Heisholdingthe TSM G with finger in trigger and
the gernade by the pin. Heisfully ready to go...BANG!



PHOTOSTHAT SAY ATHOUSAND WORDS

It isamazing the variety of images that appear everyday with people holding a Thompson.
With alittle research on the images a huge amount of information can be discovered. What
follows are several casesin point.

The photo shown to the left is of a man
named Glen Young. Glen wasbrought into
Williamson County, I1l., to help clean it up
from bootleggers,in Nov. 1923. Williamson
Co. was a notorious haven for the Berger
and Shelton gangsthat madeeven Chicago
gangs look tame. At times during their
reign they engaged in gun fights using ar-
mored vehicles and even airplanes drop-
ping bombs.

Young was a prohibition agent who used
theKKK (of all people) toraid and destroy
the bootlegging operationsin the area.

Toputissimply NO ONE liked him, not the
city or county police nor the Berger and
Shelton gangs (which joined forcesto fight
him).

Youngwasreputed tobeagood shot and he
did createalot of troublefor the gangs. So

T g e e S R ¥ on Jan. 24, 1925, a shot was fired to lure
i TS R Young to respond to the local hotel lobby.
b - Young had histwo pear| handle 1911swith
h|m when heentered alongwith someof hisK KK friends. Chief Deputy OraThomasentered
after Young drew hisrevolver and fired at Young. Young was hit in theside and chest. Young
managed tofirethreeroundsout of oneof his1911s, shooting Thomasoncethrough the head
and shooting another associate of Thomas's, named Edward Forbestwicethrough the head.
Thisisthen followed by several roundsbeing fired from various placesoutsidethe hotel into
thelobby. After all wassaid and done, four peopleweredead, with nooneconvicted or indited
and the National Guard being called in.

Thereareseveral good bookson Williamson County during the 1920s. | recommend reading
some of them. Reality isscarier than fiction.



Shown on this page are two images that are seen
fairly often when researching Thompson history.
Oneisof J. Edgar Hoover with a Thompson. The
other is from the Auto-Ordnance sales catalogs
showingaman shootingwhat appear stobeamodel
of 1919 Thompson, probably serial number 17.

M oreoften than not theseimagesarecropped. This
looses so much of the information that is in the
whole image. Modern collectors need to see the
wholeimage to appreciate the story.




Hereistheuncropped copy of J. Edgar Hoover, showinganother FBI agent with aThompson,
training Hoover. Too bad theDirector wasnot given any ammao. Noticethereisn't amagazine
in his Thompson. Theimaged was cropped to make J. Edgar Hoover look asthough he was

a master of the Thompson.



MAKING 47 HITS OUT OF 50 SHOTS IN TWO SECONDS AT 250 YARDS :
MR. MITCHELL - HEDGES SCORING A RECORD WITH THE NEW WEAPON.

Great interest and curiosity were arcused recently regarding the details and per-
lormances of the new sub-machine gun invented by Brig.-Gen. J. T. Thompson,
USA, who was in charge of the production of Small Arms for the US.A. Army
during the war. It will be remembered that about 500 of these guns were seized
by the Costoms authorities in New York not long ago ; it is said, on the eve of
their despatch to Ireland, where they were alleged to have been intended for the
use of Sinn Fein gunmen. How the guns came to be so placed is not known.



PHOTOS THAT SAY A THOUSAND WORDS cont.

The full image of the man with the Model of 1919, comesto usfrom the London Times and
refound by our member Michael Curran. Thewholeimage showsmagazinesand poucheson

the ground and identifies the shooter.

HisnameisMr. F.A. Mitchell-Hedges. Research showshim tobeareal life" Indiana Jones',
an explorer and adventurer. He is also responsible for finding the first " Crystal Skull,"
thought to have been made by aliens. Two other imageswerealsoincluded in thearticleand
are shown below and help to date the shooting exhibit to be prior to July 16, 1921. The
reference to the " demonstration before the Bisley Committee”, refersto the trials held on

June 30, 1921 at Camp Bisley, England.

Now hereiswerethereal conjectureon my part starts. Noticethe" black bag" ontheground
near themagazinesin thephoto of Mitchell-Hedges. Thislooksvery much likethebag shown
in Figure 66, from the book " Ultimate Thompson Book," sitting next to Oscar Payne. Where
wasthis shoot at the Eickhoff farm in Painesville, Ohio? Who wasthe photographer, whose
shadow is shown in the image? Eickhoff or Payne? Isn't it fun to guess?
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THOMPSON AMMO COLLECTING

Collecting .45 ACPammo for the Thompson can be an inexpensive sidelineto collecting the
firearms. Shown aboveisabox of .45 ACProundsto beused for " Non Standard Velocity for
Helmet Testing." Thebarrel length isspecified as10.5" for an 880 FT/Sec velocity at 25.5 ft.
Theonly gunin .45ACPwith that barrel length in 1945 wasthe Thompson. Very interesting
box of ammo.



Hereisan exploded view of abox of .45ACPammomadeby RW S, Nurnber g, with atax stamp
dateof 1941 and specially marked for theThompson SubmachineGun. Thiswould beduring
WorldWar 11. 1t would beinterestingtofind out alittlemorehistory astowhothisammowas

to be supplied to.
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Thisexploded view of an unopened box of Winchester Staynless.45ACPammo. Thiswasthe
ammo recommended by E. E. Richardson (salesman for Auto-Ordnance in 1920-1940).

Richar dson recommended thisammo dueto thefact that Remington ammo seemed to cause
bulged barrelsin the Thompsons he demonstrated.



