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"THE THOMPSON LEGEND"

SALUTE TO THE FBI

SEE INFORMATION ON NEXT YEARS
ALL THOMPSON SHOW AND SHOOT

ON PAGE 10.

This is a very interesting post card image of the FBI Academy Armory. Look very closely and you
will be amazed at the items shown. Guns with orange stocks were for training only and would not
fire.



2

FBI FIREPOWER

In the 1930's the FBI conducted an in depth study of what was the best arms to put into their
agent's hands. The three following pages are the official report of this study.

The image above shows the array of arms that the FBI would have on hand at a Field Office
in the 1930's.
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Here is John Edgar Hoover standing beside the same table as seen on page two holding a BAR.
Contrary to the report the FBI did equip it's Field Offices with BARs.
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UNIQUE AMMO

At a recent gun show, I got introduced to a box of ammo which has the above label. Made by
Frankfort Arsenal, Feb. 1945. As the label states it is for " Non-Standard Velocity for Helmet
Testing." Rounds were fired at samples of every production run of US M1 helmets. If the round
penetrated the production lot was rejected.

These cartridges were loaded for 880 ft/sec to be fired out of a  10.5" barrel. The only gun in the
inventory with a 10.5" barrel, I think, was the Thompson Submachine Gun. A standard 230 grain
Thompson fired cartridge has a muzzle velocity of around 920 ft/sec. So these rounds were to
simulate being fired by a Thompson at a certain distance from the helmet and if the rounds did not
penetrate a GI helmet then the production lot passed. Any volunteers to wear the helmet?
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E. E. RICHARDSON'S BRASS CATCHER FOR THE TSMG OR REISING SMG.
RICHARDSON DEVELOPED THIS WHILE WORKING FOR FEDERAL LABS.
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THOMPSON BRASS TRAP

This document shows that the design was created by E. E. Richardson in 1943 and submitted for
patent approval. E. E. Richardson was a salesman for Auto-Ordnance. At  one point they even
offered to make him the Domestic Sales Manager, because he was so successful.

After Auto-Ordnance stopped all sales to individuals and later stopped all sales period, and allowed
Federal Laboratories to act as the sole sales force, Richardson went to work for them. During the
early stages of WWII the sale of Thompsons was restricted to factory protection and military only.
As the supplies grew, guns were again allowed to be sold to police etc. Richardson never stopped
working and was creative as well.

Richardson is credited with the creation of the Indiana style payroll case and other patents for car
accessories. Here his designs turned to the Thompson. With all of the guns sold by him, he must have
been tired of policing up his brass so he came up with this "Brass Trap."
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21TH ANNUAL
ALL THOMPSON SHOW AND SHOOT

NEWARK, OH
AUGUST 3-4, 2012

Please send me further information on the Show and Shoot.

NAME _________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________

PHONE_________________________

EMAIL_________________________
THIS IS THE ONLY SIGN UP IN THE NEWSLETTER. THIS ALLOWS ME TO SEND
INFORMATION TO PEOPLE THINKING ABOUT ATTENDING. EVEN IF YOU ARE NOT
SURE IF YOU CAN ATTEND; SEND THIS IN TO BE ON THE MAILING LIST.

On page 26, first paragraph, Auto-Ordnance contracted with Excelsior Electric Mfg. to build
Model of 1919 and Auto-Rifle designs in Canada, to protect patent applications in that
country.

One afternoon I finally found some free time to conduct an internet search for the company
and found this advertisement in a 1917 Toronto City Directory. Using Google Earth you can
still look at the business building, though the company is long gone. Computers sometimes can
be fun.


