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PHILADELPHIA POLICE DEPARTMENT, CIRCA 1937, SHOWING A NEW SHOOT-
ING EVENT AT THE NEXT THOMPSON SHOOT..........JUST KIDDING!
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WHAT'S NEW

BY
BILL CANTRELL

Shown here is a beautififul M1A1 Thompson owned by Bill Cantrell, with a new inspection
cartouche. The marking is "L S. A. A." enclosed in a box. According to Frank Iannamico, the
marking is thought to be the inspector's initials "L.S." at Augusta Arsenal, during one of their
rebuilds. Always interesting to see new markings.

DOES ANYONE ELSE HAVE THIS MARKING?
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US NAVY MODEL 1928
SERIAL NUMBER 13184

BY
C. MICHAEL SHYNE

Here is one of my Thompsons
from my collection. The gun

was originally sold to the Indi-
ana State Police, probably to

combat the crime sprees of John
Dillinger and simular gangsters.

Under the rear grip is stamped
"Indiana State Police" four

times. Also stamped is the letter
"N" or "Z", probably a Colt/

AO inspection marking.

UNDER THE REAR PISTOL GRIP IS
STAMPED 'INDIANA STATE POLICE.'

LARGER VIEW OF THE TRIG-
GER FRAME AND THE COLT/
AO INSPECTORS MARKING.
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Under the foregrip mount on the re-
ceiver is the "Hidden Serial Number"
location, which at first look appears to
match the other receiver serial numbers
for 13184, along with the "N" letter code
cartouche.

Upon closer examination of these stamp-
ing the first number one appears to be an
overstamp of a number 4. Yes, even Colt's
employees make mistakes. The original
serial number stamped appears as 43184.
This optimistic serial number mistake
was corrected with the number 4 being
overstamped with the correct number  of
one.

It is always interesting to study our col-
lections and listen to what they can tell
us.

CLOSE UP OF THE OVERSTAMP.
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AN ADVERTISEMENT FROM A JANUARY ISSUE OF GUN'S MAGAZINE, CIRCA 1965
(I THINK). I JUST COULD NOT PASS UP A ST. VALENTINE'S DAY ARTICLE.

ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES IS A REPRINT OF AN AMERICAN RIFLEMAN AR-
TICLE WRITTEN BY Lt.. CALVIN GODDARD (FATHER OF AMERICAN BALLISTIC
FORENSICS).
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GANG GUNS

BY
LIEUT. COL. CALVIN GODDARD

HAVING had an opportunity to examine a number  of arms taken  from members of  gangs operating in and around the city
of Chicago, it occurred to me that an analysis of  the types  and calibers of  these  weapons  might  be of  interest  to readers
of  THE  AMERICAN RIFLEMAN.

In conjunction with a study of these guns, I have had also an opportunity to examine  projectiles recovered from the bodies
of 74 men killed in gang warfare. These included  169 bullets, buckshot,  core fragments and jacket fragments from some 78
different  weapons. An analysis of these, in conjunction with that of the arms which I examined,  will  serve  to  give  a  more
comprehensive  idea  of  the  weapons  and  ammunition  employed by members of the Chicago underworld.

My figures on the arms examined cover only the first  44 submitted to me; but the  percentages elicited from "these will
probably hold for a larger number. The outstanding  fact was that 39 of these arms were of the best qualities obtainable, and
but 5 of inferior  grades. This is contrary to a generally prevailing impression that the average gangster,  especially of foreign
origin, employs any old weapon available.

The next thing that attracted my attention was the fact that practically all barrels were in  good condition. Very few showed
lack of care, and but one or two were in really poor  shape. This would seem to indicate that the gangster appreciates the
importance of not  only having an arm of good quality, but of keeping it in the best of condition.

Five among the 44 weapons examined were Thompson submachine guns, two of these  carrying Cutts Compensators, the
other three being without ~his attachment. Here the  percentage of good barrels was much less, since two of the five pieces
showed barrels  in very poor condition.

A study of the calibers showed 32 of the 44 arms to be of .38 caliber or greater, while 19  were of .44 caliber or larger. The .45
automatic pistol cartridge seems to be a favorite  one, 14 of the weapons handling this type (5 of these were machine guns),
while the .38  Special comes next in favor, 13 guns being chambered for this cartridge. Three of the  weapons were shotguns,
one of 20 gauge and two of 12 gauge. Their percentage of the  total (7 per cent) does not correctly represent the percentage
of killings with guns of this  type, for when we analyze our series of fatal projectiles, to follow, we find 11 shotgun  shootings
in a total of 74, or 15 per cent.

The fact that an arm may be traced by a serial number is common knowledge among  the hoodlums, for 14 of the 44 arms
examined had had the visible number erased. In 8  instances, however, hidden figures revealed the original factory serial
numbers (one of  these arms  showed  fictitious  numbers  externally),  while in  one case  the  external  numbers, although
defaced, were still legible. Hidden as well as visible numbers had  been completely erased on 3 arms. Hidden numbers were
partially removed in 2 cases,  but could probably have been restored by proper methods.

Of  the 5  machine guns  examined,  4  had  had  numbers erased.  On  the  fifth  they  appeared in their original condition. With
them six drums were received. Three of these  bore numbers undefaced, 1 was unnumbered, and 2 had had numbers filed off.

The average owner of arms for  legitimate purposes has no cause to tamper with or  deface  numbers  appearing upon  them.
It is  true,  of  course,  that  many of  the .45  automatics and revolvers once used in the A. E. F., and later "salvaged" by those
to  whom they were issued, show numbers that have been tampered with, said tampering  having been done by gentlemen
who wished to possess these arms as souvenirs of  their military service without the danger of Uncle Sam later claiming title
to them. Apart  from arms of this caliber and type, however, it is rare to meet one the numbers on which  have  been  erased
other  than  for  homicidal  purposes.  One-third of  the  weapons I  examined had had their numbers tampered with, which
spoke ill of the character of their  owners.
Referring once more to machine guns, the fact that they numbered 5 among our series  of 44 arms shows that the usefulness
of such  weapons in  gang warfare has been  grasped by the lower clement, which has put them to extremely practical use
during the  past few years.

Our series of fatal projectiles, which it will be recalled included 169 bullets, buckshot  and bullet fragments from 78 different
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weapons extracted from 74 bodies, reveal the  following information:

No. 1. Of rifled arms but 9 makes were involved. These included the following:

Smith & Wesson ..................  27
Colt ......................................  24
Thompson submachine .......     8
Iver Johnson (?) ...................    3
Harrington & Richardson (?)..  1
Undetermined makes ............   4
Total ....................................   67

No.2. Shotguns figured in 11 killings, 9 times alone and twice in conjunction with other  weapons. In the shotgun murders,
buckshot were employed in each instance, indicating  that  all  of  these homicides  were premeditated,  for  in  the  casual
shotgun  shooting  birdshot commonly figure.

No.3. Once more we may call attention to the very high grade of arms employed, which  tallies with the findings from our
study of confIscated weapons as already set forth.

*The makes of weapons which had fired these projectiles were deduced from a study of  the rifling marks left upon the
projectiles.

*No.4. As to calibers, those of .38 and larger were favored. The smaller calibers were  poorly represented, as may be seen
from the following analysis:
Caliber  Type  Number

found
.22 Short 1
.32 S&W Short 1

S&W Long 5
.32-20 5

.38 S&W 7
Colt (Short) 1
S&W Special 30
S&W Special Target 2

.38 Type ? 1

.45 200 grain A.C. 1
230 grain A.C. 10
Colt Revolver 1
Auto rim 2

Total 67

Since in 55 of these cases out of 67 (or 85 per cent) the projectiles were of .38 caliber  or larger, and in 14 (20 per cent) they
were of .45 caliber, it is once more evident that  the larger and more deadly calibers are commonly employed.

No.5. Examination of the individual projectiles showed that in the great majority of cases  they had been fired through barrels
in good condition, again agreeing with the findings  upon study of weapons captured from gangsters, most of whom appear
to realize better  than the layman the importance of keeping a weapon in good order.

No.6. As to powders used, of 67 bullets from rifled arms (when more than one bullet of  the same caliber and type, fired from
the same make of weapon, was found in the same  body, that caliber and type of bullet and make of gun were allotted a unit
count in this  analysis) 56 were propelled by smokeless powder, and 11 by black or semi-smokeless  powder. Thus we see a
large majority in favor of the first type of propellant. which,  again, indicates a knowledge oj what will produce the best
results, since, as we all  know, the use of black  powder  in small arms results in quick  fouling of barrels and  consequent
inaccuracy.
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No.7. As between lead bullets and those partly or entirely metal - cased, the figure: are  as follows;

Full-metal·cased or metal·pointed 26
Soft·point or partly-metal-cased                1
Plain lead 40

 Total   67

Once again the more effective type of bullet preponderates, for the jacket on a metal  patched bullet tends to keep the
projectile intact and to reduce its tendency to mush  room  on  impact  against  resistant  tissues  The  plain  lead  bullet,
however,  lacking  confining jacket, is free to mushroom to any shape imaginable, thus producing a more  dangerous type of
wound.

No.8. As between revolvers and automatic pistols, the former appear to be in much the  greater  favor  among Chicago
gunmen, automatics being used in  but 4 killings an  revolvers  in  63.  These  figures  are  somewhat  at  variance,  however,
with  those  developed from a study of captured arms, when 9 out of 44 (21 per cent) were of the  automatic type.

Of the three shotguns considered, the one in 20-gauge was of the "auto. and burglar"  type, with which sportsmen are
familiar. It is made in pistol form and marketed by an old  and reputable concern. The two in  12-gauge had both been
modified, the better  to  adapt them for homicidal purposes. One had the barrels cut off an inch t or two ahead of  the fore end
and the stock sawn off just behind the pistol grip. This made a murderous  and easily concealed weapon. The other had the
barrels shortened by several inches,  but  the stock  had not  been  mutilated. All  of  these arms were of the double-barrel
hammerless type.

Although these were the only captured shotguns which I examined carefully, I casually  studied several repeating shotguns
taken  from owners of questionable character. In  each case but one the barrel had been cut off just ahead of the magazine,
indicating at  once the use for which these arms were intended.

No.9. Machine-gun murders numbered 8 among 74 (11 per cent), while machine guns  captured constituted 5 of 43 arms, or
11 per cent also.

As we survey these figures one can not but give credit to the modern gangster for his  practical  knowledge of  the tools of his
trade and the efficient  manner  in which he  employs them. The submachine gun, a weapon of the highest value for certain
police  uses, has apparently been unnecessarily neglected by law-enforcement agencies, but  not by the hoodlum, who has
most successfully demonstrated its possibilities. The' large  percentage  of  shotgun  shootings,  too,  illustrates  the  potenti-
alities  of  this  arm  for  homicidal  purposes,  and at the same time the futility of  attempts to curb crime by  legislating the
smaller  arms out of existence. Since almost anyone will concede the  impossibility of doing away with hunting weapons, and
since the effectiveness of such  weapons for criminal uses is being daily demonstrated, let us hope that those who are  now
agitating for further restriction on the sale of small arms will realize the impossibility  of obtaining the desired end by the
course they are now pursuing and may be moved to  direct  their  energies,  not  toward wholesale restriction,  but  toward
encouraging the  employment of arms by reputable citizens and discouraging their employment by the  hoodlum, through the
medium of mandatory additional punishment for any individual with  a  criminal  record  convicted  of  committing  a  crime
while  with  firearms  in  his  possession.
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ANOTHER "IRISH SWORD FOUND"
BY

MICHAEL CURRAN

A new museum opened it's door here in Ireland, called the "Irish Army Museum" at Curragh,
Dublin. Their collection includes two Thompsons. The only one on display is serial number 914
with a "L" drum installed. Serial number 914 was shipped to George G. Rorke, on June 7,
1921, via American Rail Express.

From its condition it was not stored in perfect "Collector conditions", but if only this gun could
tell its story. Next quarter I have an article with the first hand testimony of how the IRA used
the Thompson in its first combat use.
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20 TH ANNUAL
ALL THOMPSON SHOW AND SHOOT

NEWARK, OH
AUGUST 5-6, 2011

Please send me further information on the Show and Shoot.

NAME _________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________

PHONE_________________________

EMAIL_________________________
THIS IS THE ONLY SIGN UP IN THE NEWSLETTER. THIS ALLOWS ME TO SEND
INFORMATION TO PEOPLE THINKING ABOUT ATTENDING. EVEN IF YOU ARE NOT
SURE IF YOU CAN ATTEND; SEND THIS IN TO BE ON THE MAILING LIST.

Another image of the Philadel-
phia Police Department going
through training on the Thomp-
son.

This image was then used by
Western Ammunition  as part
of their sales advertisements.

Philadelphia no longer has their
department guns. Most were
donated to museums through-
out Wisconsin. Yes, I said Wis-
consin.

Watch those cheese heads!


