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SEE INFORMATION
ON THIS YEAR'S

ALL THOMPSON SHOW AND SHOOT
ON PAGE 11

NOW HERE IS PRESSURE!!

EITHER YOU LEARN TO MAINTAIN YOUR TSMG OR I WILL SHOOT YOU! IF I DON'T
DO MY JOB THE GUY BEHIND ME SHOOTS ME!!!!!!    ARMY SAFTEY PROGRAMS.
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INTERESTING NOTE:

If you look closely at the scene behind the Thompson students, in the foreground of the cover image,
you will see troops examining a Thompson drawing of a cut away. On the black board are
instructions for the proper aiming of the Thompson sights.

THE NEW THOMPSON BOOK UPDATE:

The publisher (Collector Grade Books) and myself continue to hammer out the next
generation of history book on the Thompson. A working title of "The Ultimate Thompson
Book" has been used in discussions. The edition will be two volumes of about 400 to 500 pages
per volume. We will be using a lot of color images this time around. The history covered will
be from the beginning to present.

This is not a rehash book of American Legend. There will be some of the same information, but
there will be boat loads of new stuff.

The last two articles in this newsletter will give you an idea of what is in store.

Tracie
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NRA

LOUISVILLE TO PHOENIX

When I told my wife, Kelly, that I had joined The American Thompson Association she laughed  at me. But, when
I told her I was going to Newark, Ohio to shoot a Thompson machine gun she  insisted that she come along.  We
were hooked! Yet, it was challenging to convince (AKA: bribe)  Kelly to accompany me to Louisville for the 2008
NRA Convention where we would be working  at the TATA display. “I don’t know anything about guns, and you
know I hate gun shows,” Kelly  said. However, we agreed to help set up the TATA display and work “...only one
day” per Kelly’s  request.

 The night before setting up the display all the TATA members meet for a quick debriefing.  We  were given
homework (a flyer that would prepare us to answer questions about the St. Valentine’s  Day massacre, the two
Thompsons recovered from Killer Burke, and the great lengths Dr. Calvin  Goddard went through with the first
ballistics investigation). After several hours the display came  together beautifully.  I must say, if you’ve never seen
a huge convention come together, it’s quite  an experience to see the truckloads and crates of guns, displays, and
freebies that the vendors  bring in and set up for the show.

Friday morning was opening day, and after the final touches were put on the display, the doors  opened and a flood
of spectators eagerly entered the exhibition hall.  At first Kelly and I, and a  few other “new guys”, stood to the side
making sure that no one would tamper with the display,  and we watched the veteran members easily describe the
display to the anxious spectators.  At  one point I thought Kelly had disappeared to the ladies room, but then I noticed
she had begun  working one side of the display where she remained for the rest of the day.

I found it most gratifying to share the display with visitors of all ages.  Kelly especially enjoyed  talking to children
and helping them look through the comparison microscope to compare two  casings side by side, just as Dr. Goddard
had.  Older gentlemen would discuss how they carried a  Thompson during the war or talk about people they knew
who lived in Chicago (IL) or St. Joseph  (MI) at the time of the massacre.  Others were simply fascinated with the
Thompson and were  unaware individuals could own one much less that there was a group devoted to collecting and
shooting them.

That evening Kelly popped a surprise question: “What would you say if I wanted to go back to  the show tomorrow
instead of going to some quilt shops?”  I was dumbfounded. She indicated  that she had only worked one side of the
display and “had” to learn about the other side.

This experience allowed us to get to see an amazing show, learn about two famous and historical  guns, get to know
the other members in the group (which is great for new members), as well as  being part of an award winning display.
Kelly and I encourage you to join us at the 2009 NRA  show in Phoenix (Kelly’s hometown) where we will be
displaying the One Millionth Garand  presented to John Garand, along with several rare items that accompany the
gun. We’re sure  you’ll have as much fun as we all did!

Ron & Kelly Brock Oxford, Michigan
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Tracie,
Please find a couple of pictures taken of a small display of a couple of  our Thompson guns held by
the British Army at the Small Arms School at  Warminster.

Captain Peter Laidler, the senior technical Armourer at the School reports: 'The British Army sees
fit to give the Thompson guns a special place at the Small  Arms School of the UK Military School
of Infantry at Warminster.  On display are  two of their many Thompson guns.  Shown here are a
Colt model 1921 serial  number 482, a captured ex IRA gun and a Savage model 1928 in brand new
condition, unfired and still in its original grease, a gift from the Government of the  Ukraine to the
Small Arms School from their stockpiles of Russian lend lease stores,  left in the Ukraine following
the collapse of the USSR.

The UK Military also have the reported first Thompson gun to arrive across the  Atlantic from the
USA prior to Lend Lease, when the guns were purchased, outright,  in gold.  This is the gun featured
in the UK Military Small Arms Training booklets in  the hands of CQMSI Patrick 'Paddy' Eustace
in 1940.

All the very best and kindest regatrds from
Peter and son Robert Laidler
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 SERIAL NUMBER 41

THE FIRST COLT THOMPSON
BY

TRACIE HILL

What we know and can prove:

Auto-Ordnance and Colt’s Patent Firearms entered into a contract to build 15,000 “Thompson Submachine Guns”,
on August 18, 1920. These arms were
all to be built in the Model of 1921A
configuration. Originally, this design
did not have a buttstock, front or rear
sights included.

By March of 1921, production of the
new guns was nearing completion of
the first finished guns. Last minute
changes to the design had required re-
tooling and handwritten changes to the
original contract. These changes in-
cluded the addition of front and rear
sights and a removable buttstock and
frame attachment. Production was far
enough along that receivers and trig-

LEFT SIDE OF 41

CLOSE UP OF THE SERIAL NUMBER

ger frames were made prior to these contract changes. The trigger frame for s/n 41 was completed without a
buttstock attachment and was scrapped out due to the design changes. This scrapped out trigger frame still exists
today.

On March 30, 1921 the first two Thompsons
were shipped from the Auto-Ordnance of-
fices at Colt’s factory, in Hartford, Conn.
These two Thompsons serial numbers 41
and 44 were shipped to Camp Benning, GA,
to the US Army Infantry School, Dept of
Experiment.

Then in 1951, a young paratrooper, assigned
to the 511th Airborne at Fort Benning, does
a favor for the unit armorer, by putting back
together several Model 1911 pistols for an
inspection. The armorer returns the favor
by giving the paratrooper choice of Thomp-
son submachine gun receiver. These receiv-

ers were due to be destroyed. The Thompson by this time was being phased out of “Substitute Standard” and being
destroyed.
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The paratrooper picked out serial number 41, for no particular reason, and took it home with him. The only parts
to s/n 41 were the receiver , foregrip mount, barrel and rear sight. The barrel and foregrip mount were already torch
cut. The rear sight was replaced later with a better looking WWII Lyman sight by the paratrooper. The receiver was
registered during the 1968 amnesty.

Serial number 44 some how made its
way to Mexico. Where it’s receiver was
destroyed and the remaining parts were
sold in the US as a parts kit. The trigger
frame to 44 has many interesting features
similar to that of a Model of 1919. Many
of the internal parts have “Prussian blue-
ing” on them. This is a machinist “paint”
used to make scribe lines on metal more
visible. These lines and blueing are still
visible.

Description of Receiver s/n 41:

The receiver appears not to have the
“standard” Colt’s blueing as seen on later

PATENT MARKINGS ON RIGHT SIDE

AUTO-ORDANCE ADDRESS MARKINGColt Thompsons. The blueing appears to
be more like that used on the Model of
1919s. This blueing is very similar to the
blueing on the magazine release on serial
number 44s frame.

All of the markings on the receiver have been hand engraved, probably using a vibratory pen. The engraving is
very good and very readable. When held in the hands it looks like  standard Colt Thompson markings. The engrav-
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ing even includes the “AUT-ORD-CO” bullet logo on the top of the receiver.  The serial number is even repeated
under the foregrip mount in the “secret” location.

There is also a small amount of the “Prussian blueing” on the inside of the receiver near the H Blocks ramps.

What does this tell me?:

THE BULLET LOGO

THE SECRET SERIAL NUMBER

1.) The initial production was going very
slowly, with  a lot of the parts being hand
crafted.

2.) The design was not fully documented
and worked out for a production stand
point. Changes were occurring to the de-
sign due to contract requirements as well
as for ease of manufacturing production.

Why was s/n 41 engraved versus roll die marked?:

According to the AO/Colt’s contract Model of 1919, s/n 26 was to be used as the basis for production. The last
known Model of 1919 to leave the Colt’s factory in the 1990s had no factory markings. No Model of 1919 had any
markings on the receiver like that seen on production Colt Thompsons. Therefore, this information was still being
created. So the roll dies may not have been available when receiver s/n 41 was completed. Or more likely, s/n 41,
was the prototype for the final markings layout, and was a mock up prior to making the roll dies.

This is a very common practice in the gun making business. Auto-Ordnance even did this on the markings for the
C and L drums, until the final markings were
decided upon. Some of these drums were
shipped as salesman samples and finished
product to customers. Why not , they looked
good and functioned.

This is probably what happened with serial
number 41 and 44. Particularly since Gen-
eral Thompson was very anxious to get a
military order for his new firearm.

s/n 41 Today:

Receiver 41 today has a new home after
much debate by the internet “experts.” The
receiver has been inspected, cleaned and pre-
served. All of the military parts that came
with the gun have been replaced with Colt fac-
tory parts. However, the trigger frame to 41 has
not been mated to the receiver.

But, just as fitting, the trigger frame to serial number 44 has joined receiver 41. Back together again.
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Thompsons on display at the national museum of arms showing a thompson sold by
Portalis & Co. to the Capital Police Dept.

Note the interesting muzzle break.
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ARGENTINE THOMPSONS

RESEARCH BY
MARTY MORGAN

Auto-Ordnance was very anxious to make sale of their new Thompson Submachine Gun to everyone in 1921.
They actively sought sales all over the globe. Initially, they used Colt’s extensive sales force of dealers. One such
sales contact was a company call Portalis and Company,  Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Argentina is a very interesting country when it comes to firearms. Due to gold rushes and other economic driving
forces, Argentina enjoyed a heavy arms business. Many times Argentina could not purchase the arms necessary for
there needs. So they set up and produced copies of arms or parts as needed. Portalis and Company was a very large
firearms dealer and were well known in the region.

From Auto-Ordnance records we know that at least two shipments of ten Thompson Model of 1921As were
shipped to Portalis and Company. One shipment of ten TSMGs was on June 21, 1921 and another was on Sept. 14,
1921.

Several of these early Thompsons were sold to the Capital Police of Buenos Aires (Policia De La Capital). What
make these Thompsons so interesting is that these guns were modified in Argentina to have a compensator added
to the muzzle. This interesting muzzle break is very professionally made and appears more robust than if they had
requested Cutts Compensators from the United States.

These Thompsons are now on display in the National Arms Museum in Buenos Aires along with original C and L
drums, box magazines and a locally produced suppressor for the Thompson. Accompanying the display are copies
of the original sales receipt from Portalis  and several pieces of Auto-Ordnance sales literature all in Spanish.
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Another of the Capital Police Thompsons with the locally made muzzle break. Notice the
photograph of what the TSMG looked like prior to the muzzle breaks being attached. Also notice
the sales flyers surrounding the Thompson.
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TATA TO RAFFLE
A NEW VIOLIN CASE

A new actual fitted violin case was donated
by Brian Gustafson to be raffled off. Only 50
tickets total will be sold at $10 each.

Only a few remain. Send checks to TATA, P.
O. Box 8710, Newark, OH 43055.

18TH ANNUAL
ALL THOMPSON SHOW AND SHOOT

NEWARK, OH
AUGUST 14-15, 2009

Please send me further information on the Show and Shoot.

NAME _________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________

PHONE_________________________

EMAIL_________________________
THIS IS THE ONLY SIGN UP IN THE NEWSLETTER. THIS ALLOWS ME TO SEND
INFORMATION TO PEOPLE THINKING ABOUT ATTENDING. EVEN IF YOU ARE NOT
SURE IF YOU CAN ATTEND SEND THIS IN TO BE ON THE MAILING LIST.


