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HOPE TO SEE YOU
ON AUGUST 15-16

ALL THOMPSON  SHOW AND SHOOT

DR. CALVIN GODDARD:
CSI: ST. VALENTINE’S DAY MASSACRE

DR. CALVIN GODDARD:
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TATA'S EXHIBIT IN LOUISVILLE WAS A HUGE SUCCESS! WINNING 5 TOP AWARDS INCLUDING
"THE NRA GUN COLLECTORS COMMITTEE TROPHY" FOR BEST OF SHOW.

© copyrighted 2008 B/H Dist.
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The exhibit: featuring the guns of the St. Valentine's Day massacre.

The American Thompson Association's exhibit this year was based on the ground breaking work of
Dr. Calvin Goddard (Father of Modern Balistic Forensics). Dr. Goddard pioneered most of the
techniques used today to solve crimes with matching bullets, casings and blood at crime scenes.
What we today take for granted or as entertainment on TV, was "Buck Rogers" science fiction in
the 1920s.

Goddard was brought to Chicago after the massacre to examine the Chicago Police Department
Thompsons to see if they were used in the massacre. Which he proved they had not been. Then in
December of 1929, a minor traffic accident, turned into murder. Fred "Killer" Burke had had a minor
fender bender with another motorist. When a local police officer went to help at the crash scene,
Burke shot and killed him. This then caused a massive man hunt for the unknown shooter. When
he was captured the Berian County Sheriff's Department also raided his rented house. To their
amazement they found an arsenal of bullet proof vests, pistols, two Thompsons, and ammunition.

The Thompson's were sent to Dr. Goddard for bullistic tests. He later proved that these were the
correct Thompsons used in the massacre, after comparing test bullets and cartridges with ones
recovered from the massacre garage.

The TATA exhibt presented the Burke guns, still owned by the Berian County Sheriff's Department,
along with a historical explaination of Dr. Goddard's work on the massacre. We had on display a
period bullet proof vest, a comparison microscope (to view sample cartridges from the guns), bricks
from the massacre garage and lots of memborabilia from Dr. Goddard's lab in Chicago.
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With the set up complete the team poses for pictures. John Boyce, Thomas K. Davis Jr, Roger Herbst, Edward
Andree, Ron Brock, David R. Albert, Kelly Brock, (front row) Tracie Hill, Robert Stegemiller, MD, Phil Askew,
Thomas Hill, Kurt Rostetter, Robert Raker, MD. (not shown but important members) Lt. Michael Kline, Chuck
Schauer, Travis Tichenor, Tyrone G. Blaskovich and Richard Vensil.

Serial number 7580 - This gun had it's serial number ground off. However, Goddard was able
to raise the numbers with acid.

This gun was awarded a Silver Medal (highest award possible) for one of the top eleven guns at
the convention. These guns set a new standard for excellence. It was the first time in history that
ALL eleven judges picked the same gun for medals on the first ballot.
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Serial number 2347- This Thompson was not only linked to the St. Valentine's Day massacre, but
also to the murder of Frankie Yale in New York. (above) The gun on display along with C and L
drums seized with this gun from Burke's home, sample/evidence boxes from the Goddard Lab and
a brick from the massacre site.

This gun was awarded a Silver Medal (highest award possible) for one of the top eleven guns at
the convention. These guns set a new standard for excellence. It was the first time in history that
ALL eleven judges picked the same gun for medals on the first ballot.

The display also won an award for "Best Arms Grouping" for all of the accessories and
memorabilia displayed together.
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The booth was always full of NRA members and guests during the three days of the annual
meetings. The NRA estimates that this was the largest attendance that they had ever had at around
70,000. What better way to promote our organization and hobby of Class III arms?

A very proud father with two of the youngest members of TATA working the booth.
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The awards presentation of the NRA Gun Collectors Committee Trophy - (l to r) Charles Schauer
(TATA Board member and the one responsible for putting this display together), Lt. Mike Kline,
Berrian County Sheriff Dept., Wayne A. Ross, Chairman of the NRA Gun Collectors Comm., and
Tracie Hill, President of TATA.

Members of TATA that we could grab for pictures with the newly won NRA Gun Collectors
Committee Trophy. (l to r) Robert Stegemiller, MD, Charles Shauer, Phil Askew, Mike Kline,
Tracie Hill, Kurt Rostetter, Edward Andree, David Albert.
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The American Thompson Association would like to thank the Berrien
County Sheriff’s Department and Lt. Mike Kline for the loan of the two
St. Val. Thompsons and the Newark, Ohio Police Department for the
loan of the comparison microscope. We also wish to thank William
Helmer for the use of his text for this exhibit's flyer.

After the awards members relaxed. Just trying to keep John Boyce awake was a trick. Mike Kline
right with his other award/reward that was air mailed to him at the meetings.
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"TANKS ALOT"
TO EVERYONE WHO DONATED TIME AND MONEY

TO MAKE THIS DISPLAY HAPPEN!

CAPTION FOR PHOTO READS:
"SERGENT WALTER RILEY, 37, OF NEW YORK, (STANDING IN FRONT OF HIS TANK
AT FT. KNOX, KY) WHO SMUGGLED HIMSELF INTO FRANCE WITH THE A.E.F. AT THE
AGE OF 13 IN THE LAST WAR, HAS ARRIVED AT NORTHERN IRELAND WITH THE
NEW A.E.F. MAY 18."
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WEST POINT MILITARY ACADEMY AND MUSEUM

As a new series in this newsletter I am going to discuss several museums that member should try
to visit. These museums are not only great historical store houses, but also are very important parts
of the story of the Thompson Submachine Gun.

The first museum is the West Point Military Academy and Museum, in West Point, New York. The
US Army Academy has had a rich and historical history of excellence. Every American needs to visit

(above) The only prototype Thompson on display at West Point, the "Annihilator."

The prototype Bazookas with a very familiar grip and stock arrangement.

this area to truly appreciate the significance of this institution.

Tours of the Academy run every day of the year and are well worth the money to ride. The bus tours
run and stop at various sites around the Academy and trust me the information provided is
impressive. A lot of the tour guides are wives of military personnel assigned to West Point. They
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The caption to this M1 Thompson reads:

"Thompson Submachine Gun of General George S. Patton Jr. - In most photographs taken of
General Patton during World War II he is seen wearing a pistol, but be owned a variety of
firearms. In combat areas he occasionally had shoulder arms such as this Thompson Subma-
chine gun on his vehicle.

General Patton was proficient with all types of small arms and in 1912 was a member of the United
States Olympic team. He placed fourth in the military pentathlon which included pistol shooting.
In 1916 his shooting skill saved his life during the punative expedition in Mexico. Three Villistas
mounted on horses attacked him simultaneously and he shot two of them with his single action
Colt pistol. The third man chose to flee.

Presented by Major General George S. Patton "

provide a very unique view point and often can provide behind the scenes information about persons
and places and traditions of the Academy.

West Point is also important to Thompson collectors as it is also where General John Thompson and
Col. Marcellius Thompson attended for the start of their military careers. As a West Point graduate
you are also allowed to be buried in the Academy grave site, along with your wives. Both John and
Marcellius are buried here. John Thompson is buried with his wife, but Marcellius is not with his
wife. His wife remarried after Marcellius's death and was not allowed to be buried at West Point.

The other point of interest is the West Point Military Museum. This museum houses a complete
history of the US Army and a good collection of arms. This is one of two museums in the country
where you can go and see prototype Thompson Submachine Guns. On public display is the
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"Annihilator" Model of 1919. Also in the West Point collection
are Model of 1919, serial number 2, 3, 6, 8, however, these are
not on public display. Most of these arms were given to the
museum by George Numrich when he bought the assets of
Auto-Ordnance.

As you tour around the museum it is interesting to see how the
design of the Thompson was also applied to other arms. This
is best demonstrated in the prototypes for the Bazooka, which
used available Thompson Submachine Gun stocks.

I highly recommend this museum and Academy to anyone
interested in history.


